contains a number of separate articles which give an account of the inborn errors of metabolism which, directly or indirectly, produce brain damage. It also contains interesting chapters on the neurological examination of young infants, and the problems of population screening in an endeavour to reach early diagnoses. It concludes with an article on psychological considerations in the treatment of inborn errors of metabolism.
As a method of drawing attention to this growing field, this book is worthy of attention, in particular as it demonstrates the value of the 'workshop' type of meeting. Apart from this, it is difficult to see for whom the book will be of great value. It makes interesting reading, but for the specialist in these fields it contains nothing new, and its content is likely to be indigestible for the student. If, however, it serves the purpose of encouraging multidisciplinary work in this important field, it will achieve a very useful purpose. The thirteen papers contributed to this symposium cover clinical, biochemical and pathological aspects of a number of syndromes, including the muscular dystrophies, disorders of glycogen metabolism in muscle, the lipidoses (e.g. Tay-Sachs, Gaucher), and Wilson's disease. Genetical aspects of these disorders tend to be dealt with either not at all or rather superficially; but the level of discussion of biochemical aspects will surely be informative and satisfying even to the well-versed reader. Most of the papers are in the nature of reviews of the present state of our knowledge, but some of them represent reports of original investigations. The work of Jatzkewitz on the cerebral lipidoses met with a very appreciative discussion; and Dubowitz's paper drawing attention to the possible neurogenic influences of what have been thought of hitherto as primary disorders of muscle introduced some welcome controversy. Much appreciated by the present reviewer were the papers by Walton on clinical aspects of classification of the myopathies, Pennington on biochemical abnormalities in muscular dystrophy, and Walshe on the natural history of Wilson's disease.
The Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism (why not the Garrod Society?) is obviously a very active group, who now in five years have five interesting symposia to their credit, all available in published form. Prospec-tive new members are invited to approach the editors of the symposium. The field is a rapidly expanding one, of fundamental importance to medicine, and we may hope that the Society will add to its membership, especially among clinicians and geneticists. ELIOT This small book is a mine of information on current views of the etiology, pathology and treatment of this still mysterious disease. As would be expected from the authors, the discussion of the biochemical aspects is particularly interesting and detailed. For the clinical otologist the comprehensive but concise survey of treatment is a stimulating 'refresher', and a fine bibliography enhances the value of an admirable publication.
JOHN GROVES
Advances in Parasitology, Vol 6 edited by Ben Dawes pp xx+416 illustrated 90s $13.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1968 In the sixth volume of this popular series the emphasis is on the protozoa, and reviews include the epidemiology of amoebiasis, the pathology of Chagas' disease, liver involvement in malaria, the chemotherapy of schistosomiasis and also six short articles bringing up to date the reviews included in the first volume.
The subjects are well chosen; there have, for example, been important advances in knowledge of Chagas' disease, which affects 7 million inhabitants in South America, though relatively little is known of it outside that continent. Koberle's contribution here covers the pathology admirably. Elsdon-Dew deals with the epidemiology of amoebiasis in polemical style; schisms relating to it are opened out and magnified possibly to an unnecessary extent. Maegraith ably reviews work on liver damage in malaria, developing the cytotoxic anoxia theme on which he has long worked. With so much current activity on mass therapy in schistosomiasis, an outline of the different approaches to chemotherapy, empirical, selective and biochemical, is welcome.
The bringing up to date of the earlier reviews is a good plan and among this group of articles none is more fascinating than that by Rogers and Sommerville on the infectious process in relation to development of nematodes. They elaborate on the theme that larvae must receive a stimulus from the host and that this acting on a neuroendocrine receptor affects target development areas. Exploration of this field is of obvious broad interest. Research workers, students and practitioners concerned with parasitology and tropical diseases will find much in this volume, not only to help with current work but also to stimulate the imagination and open up new sources of interest and exploration.
A W WOODRUFF Selected Topics in Medical Genetics edited by Cyril A Clarke MA MD SCD FRCP pp 282 illustrated 80s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1969 The flourishing school of clinical genetics at Liverpool is deservedly famous for its work on the prevention of Rhesus hoemolytic disease of the newborn; incomplete anti-D antiserum given shortly after delivery prevents most mothers from developing the antibody that may be produced in response to the entry of feetal red cells into the maternal circulation, and thus protects the next baby from Rhesus hemolytic disease.
This volume includes contributions from other Liverpool workers in fields in which they have made substantial advances, notably Weatherall on the thalassemias, McConnell on gastrointestinal disorders, and Price Evans on pharmacogenetics. There are valuable chapters on recently expanding topics such as cellular immunity and transplantation (Harris) and on other aspects of immunogenetics (Woodrow), shorter sections on a variety of human diseases, and three more general chapters on Pitfalls and Problems, Polymorphism, and on Linkage and Association. This excellent volume provides a lively refresher course for all those whose clinical problems are being increasingly illuminated by advances in genetics.
R T C PRATT
Radiosensitivity and Spatial Distribution of Dose ICRP Publication 14 pp iv+118 35s $4.50 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1969 for the International Commission on Radiological Protection This is a much more exciting and interesting publication than either its title or format would imply, and its demure appearance and presentation will probably limit its readership to those already concerned with the subject. This is a pity. Matters fundamental to radiation protection are dealt with and basic principles are discussed so that even the nonspecialist in this field can profit from it, while those engaged in radiation work will obtain a refreshing insight into the foundations upon which their safety rules are based. The section on 'The expression of radiation damage' is a model of clarity, and all medical men wishing to keep abreast of modern thinking on the dangers of exposure to ionizing radiation would find this interesting reading.
The volume consists of the reports of two task groups of the ICRP; the first is concerned with the spatial distribution of radiation dose, and the second with the relative radiosensitivities of different tissues, subjects which are closely related to each other. Five appendices form the bulk of the book, each dealing with a specific topic: radiation cataract, fertility, tumour induction, the derivation of numerical values for dose limits, and a short one outlining the sort of further information which would be helpful to the ICRP. Thermography is a method of forming pictorial representation of temperature patterns on the surface of the body by means of the radiation emitted. Several of the types of equipment for this purpose are briefly described but the reader may well have difficulty in deciding which will best suit his needsand his pocket. He may also wonder when to make the purchase because advances in technology may soon render some of the present apparatus out of date, but this is a dilemma which is associated not only with thermography. The largest section in the book comprises seven papers which deal with the thermographic examination of the breast. Most of the authors have emphasized the difficulties and pitfalls of interpretation, and examples are given which show the importance of combining the technique with mammography. Other applications include vascular disorders of the extremities, localization of the placenta and even the possibilities of thermography in the diagnosis of acute abdominal conditions. Finally, the control and location of the equipment is discussed by one of the editors, especially in relation to the diagnostic X-ray department. As a brief summary of a new medical technique this book can be recommended.
